Art and Psychiatry
UNDER the auspices of the Government Federal Art Project and of the Bellevue Hospital psychiatric department, the Harlem Art Centre in New York City has organized the first exhibition of its kind in the United States, consisting of pictures showing the work of disordered minds. The artists include moronic children, chronic alcoholics, advanced epileptics, manic-depressives and general paralytics. Most of the exhibits indicate mental conflict, being shapeless, lurid and grotesque. The idea underlying the art classes at Bellevue Hospital is to attempt a cure of the mentally sick by encouraging them to express their conflicts and at the same time to give psychiatrists a clearer picture of their patients' emotional life.
Earthquake in Ecuador
SEVERAL earthquakes of sufficient intensity to crack buildings shook a considerable area in Ecuador on the night of February 1, 1939. Altogether nine tremors were felt at Vallechillos and four other towns, and five tremors at Quito. Quito was ruined with the loss of 40,000 lives on February 7, 1797, and simultaneously there was volcanic eruption in Guadeloupe. In the present instance, Cotopaxi, the highest volcano in the world, is in eruption. It was in 1768 and 1877 that previous disastrous eruptions of Cotopaxi took pla.ce.
Announcements THE council of the Institution of Electrical
Engineers has elected Sir Archibald Page, chairman of the Central Electricity Board, and a former president of the Institution, to be an honorary member. THE German Society for Balneology and Climatology will hold its annual meeting at Vienna on March 23-26, when the following subjects, among others, will be discussed : meteorological and physical report ; medical report, importance 0f high mountain climate in treatment of tuberculosis and asthma ; physiology of sport in high mountains ; drinking wells and artificial salts ; natural and artificial mud baths ; and artificial climate. Further information can be obtained from Die Reichanstalt fiir das deutsche Biidewesen, Furstenstrasse 124, Breslau 16. THE annual mortality from malaria in India averages 2,000,000, an exceedingly high figure even in a population of more than 300,000,000, 30 per cent of whom suffer from the disease. Two thirds of the malaria-stricken in India have no quinine.
ERRATUM.-In NATURE of January 7, p . 23, "A Rapid Visual Test for Vitamin A Deficiency" , para. 4, last sentence, for "hremeralopia" read "hemeralopia".
